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about without any suspension whatsoever of the
laws by which the ordinary course of nature is
regulated. I will endeavour to illustrate my mean-
ing by reference to something with which we are
familiar. Suppose that a clock with an iron pendu-
lum had long been observed and rated. Its rate, we
know, is determined by the laws of motion and by
gravitation. Suppose that on one occasion it went
much faster for an hour or two, and then resumed
its usual rate. It may have been that some one
designedly put a powerful magnet under it, which
after a time was taken away again. The acceleration
of rate was here produced, not by any suspension of
the laws of motion, or of gravitation, but by bringing
into play for a time a special force which, left the
laws of motion and of gravitation perfectly intact,
and yet brought about the result that we have sup-
posed to have been observed.

It will probably have been perceived that in
what I have just been saying I have had in view
the question of the abstract possibility of what are
called miracles. This is a question the consideration
of which, as it seems to me, belongs quite properly
to the subject of natural theology. Admit the exist-
ence of a God, of a personal God, and the possibility
of miracle follows at once. If the laws of nature are
carried on in accordance with His will, He who
willed them may will their suspension. And if any